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TWO-OPTION LIBERAL ARTS PROGRAM AT UMM
LIBERAL ARTS CRITERIA
Students pursuing a liberal arts education at the University of Minnesota, Morris
need to keep in mind that their studies should encompass the broad categories of
knowledge suggested in the following statement from the All-University Policy on
Liberal Education:
In its broadest sense a liberal education frees us from the limitations placed by ignorance on our powers of judgment and choice. Put
in another way, a liberal education leads to the acquisition of a
critical awareness applicable to a wide range of problems associated
with the intellectual life, with our own and other cultures, with the
community, and with interpersonal relationships and self-awareness.
The ways of knowing and kinds of knowledge that mark the thought and
action of the liberally educated person include some skill in managing
the instruments of inquiry and communication; some significant knowledge about nature, life, society, and man's artistic and philosophic
achievements; some understanding of the methods and purposes of
humanists, natural scientists, and social scientists; and some command
of a field of knowledge or an area of scholarly concentration.
There are numerous academic activities available to students through which they
can fulfill the objectives of a liberal arts education. These include but need
not be limited to the following:
A.
B.

C.
D.
E.
F.

All regularly scheduled courses.
,Seminar-Honors Program. ( Independent Studies)
Directed Studies. (3900 series courses)
- University College Studies (UC 3075) - 15 credit maximum.
Undergraduate research participation programs.
Credit by examination.

Two curricular program options are available to students for the fulfillment of ·
·their educational objectives.
OPTION I - STANDARD CURRICULUM
I.
II.

180 credits for a baccalaureate degree (B.A.)
General Education Requirements.
A.

English Composition (0-15 credits).
Ordinarily the student will take Engl 10, and either Engl 11, 12, or
13 during his first year at UMM. On the basis of his, performance in
any composition course, the student may be exempted from further work
in English composition. Any student not exempted after one or two
quarters is encouraged but not required to take another course in
English compos i ·tion during the s ophomore , junior, or senior years.
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Social Sciences.
At least 10 credits in any of the following disciplines:*
Anthropology, Economics, History, Political Science, Psychology,
or Sociology.

C.

Natural Science and Mathematics.
At least 10 credits in any of the following disciplines:*
Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Mathematics, or Physics.

D.

Humanities.
At least 10 credits in any of the following disciplines:*
Art, English, French, German, Humanities, Music, Philosophy,
Spanish, Speech or Theatre Arts.

E.

Communication, Language, and Symbolic Systems.
a)

Mathematics: at least 10 credits or equivalent proficiency
in mathematics, statistics, computer sciences.
or

b)

Foreign Language: 0-10 credits or equivalent proficiency
in a foreign language (excepting literature in English translation).
or

c)

F.

Linguistic Processes in English: at least two courses in
areas designated by the Curriculum Committee which include
but are not limited to the following: Symbolic Logic,
History of the Language, Language of Discourse, Advanced
Writing, Modern Grammar.

No more than 60 credits of the 180 credits required for graduation
may be taken in any one discipline. For purposes of this policy,
teacher education isconsidered to be a single discipline.

*It is possible and perhaps desirable for divisions to recommend from our
present course offerings (or to create new offerings for the purpose) 10 credit
sequences which will prove especially meaningful experiences for non-specialists
in each discipline or to recommend courses under a divisional or inter-divisional
rubric which can fulfill the 10-credit requirement. It is also possible and
perhaps desirable for divisions to exclude certain courses from the choices a
student can make in fulfilling II, C, D, E. Such recommendations or exclusions
should be determined by the academic division concerned and submitted to the
Curriculum Committee.
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III.

Independent Studies
In addition to the general education requirements specified above, students
may undertake a variety of independent study activities as indicated above
under Liberal Arts Criteria. Credits earned in these activities may be
used as part of the 180 credits required for graduation.

IV.

Disciplinary Majors
A student may qualify for a major in an academic discipline by fulfilling
the requirements specified by that discipline. Students not choosing to
major in an existing academic discipline must show some command of a field
of knowledge or an area of scholarly concentration as an alternative.

OPTION II - INDIVIDUALIZED CURRICULUM
I.
II.

180 credits for baccalaureate degree (B.A.).
Individualized . Curriculum Development.
A.

Each entering freshman is assigned a faculty adviser who works with
the student to design a freshman program. The adviser makes known
to the student the opportunities available for an individualized
curriculum program and helps the student in the development of his
educational objectives.

B.

When the student wishes to pursue the individualized curriculum program
to meet the liberal arts criteria, he reports to the Assistant Dean
who helps him in the selection of a faculty adviser. The faculty
adviser may be the same as his freshman adviser, but would normally be
a faculty member in the student's major field or probably area of
concentration. If ·the student plans an interdisciplinary program,
then one or two additional faculty members, representing the additional
discipline(s) in the student's area of concentration, would join him
to form a Program Advisory Committee. The student would then construct
his curriculum program with the advice and help of his Program Advisory
Committee. Copies of a summary of the student's proposed concentration
program are circulated for information to other faculty in the discipline or disciplines involved in the concentration for comment and
suggestions.
The curriculum adviser or advisory committee is responsible for the
final approval of the student's individualized study program. Upon
approval, the curriculum plan is sent to the Option II Programs
Committee.

C.

.

)

The Option II Programs Committee shall consist of the Assistant Dean
as chairman, the Supervisor of Records, and one Division Chairman.
The Division Chairmen shall serve one-year terms on a rotating basis.
The Option II Programs Committee will have responsibility for reviewing
and maintaining records of individualized curricula and for making
recommendations concerning the Option II Program •

I
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III.

Discip.linary Majors and Area Cc;,ncentrations.
A student may qual.~fy fo:r, a major in an academic discipline by· fulfilling
the requirements specified by that discipline. Students not choosing to
major in an existing academic discipline must show some command of a field
of knowledge or an area of scholarly concentration as an alternative.

IV.

V

No more than 60 credits of the 180 credits required for graduation may be
taken in any one discipline. For the purposes of this policy, teacher
education is considered to be a single discipline.

